
Our Community Education programming offers a diversity of 
learning opportunities that foster an appreciation for birds 
and an interest in conservation. These include our Talk and 
Walk series of classes, festival outreach, community 
conservation guides, and Avian Knowledge Northwestða 
rich collaborative repository of bird and habitat conservation 
planning resources and data, plus a portal for citizen science 
projects. 
 

Recognizing that conservation occurs across many fronts, 
KBO nurtures a conservation ethic in our education and 
outreach programs. Conservation Birding is at the heart of 
everything we doðencouraging anyone who has an interest 
in birds and seeing birds to be actively involved in the 
conservation of birds and their habitats by contributing time, 
data, or funding.  
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Our Professional Training and Information Exchange 
programming is helping create the next generation of 
conservation practitioners in our world. Through internships, 
workshops, curriculum development, and international 
capacity building, we provide opportunities for technical skill 
training and leadership development for conservation 
professionals and students throughout the Americas.  
 

This holistic approach to training and information exchange 
expands our conservation influence throughout the Pacific 
Northwest and beyond, as we work with partner-driven 
programs that protect birds throughout their full-life-cycle 
including the breeding, migrating, and wintering seasons.  
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Avian Knowledge Northwest (AKNW), a regional node       
of the Avian Knowledge Network, is a data archive and 
decision support system focused on understanding the 
patterns and dynamics of bird populations of the Pacific 
Northwest. AKNW serves both communities and 
conservation professionals as host for citizen science 
projects and collaborations, bird   conservation decision 
support tools, interactive resource tools, data archival, and a 
rich collection of bird and habitat conservation plans.  

eBird Northwest is the primary citizen science application of 
AKNW, nurturing engagement of northwestern audiences to 
advance bird and habitat conservation.  

SPECIAL EDITION: FOCUS ON KBO EDUCATION PROGRAMMING 
Klamath Bird Observatory provides information and learning opportunities about science-based bird and habitat conserva-
tion through our wide-ranging education programming. Our objective is to be an information resource for the community, 
educators, and conservation practitioners. This special edition of The Klamath Bird takes a look at how we are doing just 
that with a collection of vignettes about our many education resources and on-going programming. Readers will find more 
details regarding all of the resources highlighted here at the KBO websiteðwww.KlamathBird.org.  

Our Student Volunteer Internship program creates field-
based training opportunities for young scientists in 
monitoring and research projects. These interns gain skills in 
bird identification, field biology, natural history, orienteering,   
survey methodology, data collection, and data management. 
Select internship positions focus on project management, 
organizational development, data management and        
analyses, and communications. KBO staff create an        
academic learning experience in which interns work toward  
specific learning goals for 
professional growth while 
contributing to KBOôs science-
based conservation  efforts. 
 

Since 1996, KBO has hosted 290 
interns including 52 from outside 
the US (see International 
Capacity Building on Page 4). 35 
of these young scientists have 
returned a subsequent year in a 
role with more leadership    
responsibil i ty and trainer-
experience opportunities.  

 

2003-2004 banding intern 
Viviana Cadena Ruiz 
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KBOôs popular Talk & Walk classes are core to our 
Community Education programming. These two-part classes 
include an evening presentation followed by a field trip. 
Birding experts, conservation professionals, authors, and 
artists donate their time as instructors and field trip leaders.  

The donation-based class seriesô topics include songbird, 
hawk, and waterfowl ID, birding by ear, nature photography, 
eBirding, birding expeditions, bird-friendly gardening, and 
more.  

Citizen Science brings the expertise of the birding public 
and scientists together in a wonderful and very useful way. 
These community-driven investigations engage citizens with 
their natural world and contribute information that directly 
impacts conservation science.  

The Sampson Creek Preserve Project is a citizen science-
driven effort created by KBO and the Selberg Institute. Its 
objective is to inventory and monitor birds that are using the 
variety of habitats within the Sampson Creek Preserve 
throughout the year. Nestled in the rising Cascades foothills 
northeast of Ashland, the Preserve includes meadows, oak 
woodlands, conifer forests, and riparian woodlandsðand 
home to a diversity of bird denizens. The projectôs citizen 
ornithologists receive training in how to collect data and use 
eBird, and help complete monthly surveys.  

Community Education 

eBird Northwest is a regional portal of Cornell Lab of Orni-
thologyôs international eBird program. It serves as the prima-
ry citizen science application of Avian Knowledge Northwest 
and provides content and services to birdȤwatching enthusi-
asts and natural resource managers alike throughout the 
Pacific Northwest.  

eBird Northwest has the capacity to build broad regional and 
state partnerships, engaging the birding community, provid-
ing news and information, and make citizen science data 
available for conservation and education purposes. As more 
people engage with science and conservation through eBird 
Northwest, we build on these resources to support informed 
natural resource management, enhance recreational wildlife 
viewing, and increase the impact of citizen science efforts.  

 

The Western Asio Flammeus Landscape Study (aka 
WAfLS) is a citizen science project designed to engage the 
public in a large-scale Short-eared Owl population 

assessment. Results from this project will 
directly inform high-value conservation 
actions by state and federal agencies. 
Volunteers receive training and 
experience in critical observation, the 
scientific method, and data collection. 
They will collect data about this 
enigmatic, open-country species using a 
standardized survey protocol.  

Sampson Creek Preserve in winter © 2018 Ellie Armstrong 

 

Short-eared Owl © 
2018 Jim Livaudais 
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Presidentõs Perch 
By Shannon Rio, KBO Board President 

Words on the Wind  
A celebration of birds in literature 

Dust of Snow 
By Robert Frost 

 

The way a crow  
Shook down on me  
The dust of snow  

From a hemlock tree  
 

Has given my heart  
A change of mood  

And saved some part  
Of a day I had rued. 

 
Editorôs note: Frost warms the coldest day with a few words.  

The 13th-century poet and theologian Jalaluddin Mevlana 
Rumi said ñLet the beauty we love be what we do. There are 
hundreds of ways to kneel and kiss the ground.ò I feel KBOôs 
education programming must count among those hundreds. 
Recently we hosted two events that certainly qualify. In 
Januaryôs Romance and Wonder of the Sandhill Crane 
talk, Harry Fuller took 30 of us on a journey of grand 
photography, fascinating facts, and anecdotal tales all related 
to the beauty of this special bird. The event transcended 
education and entered a profound realm of deep love of 
nature and of our shared wanting to experience, share, and 
protect this great love. The Raptors of the Klamath Basin 
workshop in February with Dick Ashford at the helm was 
absolutely filled with facts and beauty. The outing brought 
participants both detailed knowledge and a sense of wonder 
for these grandest birds of the sky. 
 

Klamath Bird Observatory has little funding for our 
Community Education program. Consider a donation on this 
behalf, or perhaps hosting an outing or a dinner that includes 
an educational component. I look to nature for solace, 
enrichment, and inspiration. Please join me in my personal 
journey to inspire folks through nature education to protect 
this wondrous world. Contact me shannonrio@aol.com 
with your ideas! 

Festivals and Public Outreach 
 

Festivals are a very human thingða celebration of our 
commonality, whatever the occasion. When the occasion 
involves birds all the better! Each year KBO hosts a Mountain 
Bird Conservation eventðfrom our acclaimed multi-day 
Mountain Bird Festivals to one-evening events with special 
guest speakers. KBO also regularly joins the Rogue Valley 
Bird Day festival, Oregon Country Fair, and Godwit Days.  
 

These events are our most valued opportunity to reach out, 
share information, and celebrate birds with friends and 
neighbors!   

Banding station visits offer a unique opportunity to observe 
birds in the hand up close and see KBO field biologists in 
action. Birds are captured in mist nets, and biologists identify 
and measure each bird, attach a uniquely-numbered metal 
band, and then release it back into the wild. The data 
collected from thousands of birds each year are used to track 
vital signs in long-term population trends and help identify 
times and habitats when birds may need the most help. 
 

Visiting a bird banding station is a memorable and 
educational experience that provides incredible views of birds 
and a deeper understanding of how bird conservation 
science improves our stewardship of nature. We invite 
groups and individuals to contact us about scheduling a visit 
to a banding station and associated fees.  

Community Education 

 

KBOers Martin Lopez Aguilar and Taylor Alexander with fair-goer, 
Oregon Country Fair July 2017 

Banding station visitors enjoy a close-up look at a bird being measured 
before it is released © 2018 KBO 
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Professional Training and Information Exchange  

KBOôs International Capacity Building fosters training and 
information exchange throughout the Americas. Our 
international programming includes recruiting student 
volunteer interns from outside the US for our banding 
training program, participation in international banding 
training projects, and research collaborations and technical 
support for bird observatories in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Long-running partnerships with US Forest 
Service International Programs and Oregon State University 
make this work possible.  

The Online Banding Course is a recording of a live webinar 
presented by KBO biologists based on the North American 
Banding Councilôs Bird Banding Curriculum. A complete re-
cording and study materials are available online at the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service National Conservation Training 
Center websiteðeasily accessed from our website. This 
course was developed by KBO with support from Environ-
ment and Climate Change Canada, North American Banding 
Council, and US Fish and Wildlife Service.  

We offer a variety of bird monitoring methods workshops. 
Most are focused on bird banding and offer an opportunity to 
learn or refresh banding skills. Banding workshop topics 
include age and sex determination techniques, bird and 
bander safety, public interaction and education at banding 
stations, and mist net maintenance. Banding workshops 
follow North American Banding Council (NABC) guidelines 
and are presented by NABC-certified trainers who provide 
seminars, demonstrations, and hands-on training. The 
workshops often take place at KBOôs Upper Klamath Field 
Station during the spring and summer. Our banding 
workshops are also taken on the road and offered to partners 
on site. 
 

KBO also periodically offers workshops focused on other 
field techniques including point counts, spot mapping, nest 
searching, and citizen science approaches.  

The Bird Banding Curriculum is based on the North 
American Banding Council's (NABC) collection of training 
manuals, supplemental study materials, plus KBO original 
content. It consists of the Theory and Practical segments of 
the NABC Trainee Report Card. The curriculum was 
designed for use in a variety of training situations including 
group training, individual instruction, and self-study. Included 
are a user guide, topic outline, tutorials, quizzes, worksheets, 
and a trove of study materials. 
 

The curriculum was compiled by KBO and many NABC   
partners with support from the US Forest Service 
International Programs, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
Environment and Climate Change Canada.  

  

Our International Internship Program has hosted 52 young 
professionals and university students from 16 countries as 
interns in our long-term monitoring and training programming 
since 1999. Fourteen of these young scientists have returned 
in a subsequent year with increased training-experience 
opportunities and responsibility in field operations. All have 
returned to their home countries with increased skills and 
practical experience, empowered to make significant bird 
conservation contributions. Many have gone on to earn 
advanced degrees and are employed in teaching or research 
positions. Others are in management positions for 
conservation organizations. A few have even created new 
bird observatories in their home countries (see Two 
Examples Page 8).  

Diana Velasco Rodriguez and Ana Gonzalez Prieto (both of     
Colombia) 2006 banding interns. Photo KBO © 2006 

 


